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THURSDAY, june the ane 1755: E 
bi ine’ £04 te ole Sa “Gy 
Aa § HALL male: no “apology for 
, the following pucballveions letters, 
unlefs. it be to the writers of them, 





for fo long SPIES, their -publica~ 


tion. 


To Mr. ET Reon Ba Otel 
S1 R, 

Tue late earl marthal applying to. a 2 bookielles at 
Paris for fome Englifh books, was anfwered by . the 
Frenchman,. that he had none in his fhop, except une 
petite bagatelle, called the bible. Your readers will be 
informed, that this petite bagatelle as the book(eller 


‘termed 
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termed it, contains (amiong other matters) fome little © 


treatifes of eaftern wifdom, and particularly certain 


tnaxims collected by one king Solomon, of whom men-: 


tion is made in Priot’s poems. Solomon was, as cap- 
tein Bla fays ¢* Scipio, a+pretty fellow in his day, 
Lough moft of ffis maxims have bee confuted by ex- 
perience. But only make mention of Kim to thew 
how exactly the virtuous woman of that monarch cor- 
tefponds with the fine lady of the prefent times. 

WHO can find a virtuous woman? fays Solomon. 
By the way, he muft have kept fad company, or elfe 
virtuous women were extremely fcarce in thofe days: 
for it will be no boaft to fay, that five thoufand 
virtuous women may be affembled at any time in this 
metropolis, on ‘a #igbr’s warning. Solomon defcribes 
the character fo that it is not eafy to miftake it. She 
bringeth ber food from afar. ‘That is to fay, the tea- 
table of the virtusus woman is fupplied with fugar and 

cordials from Barbadoes, and with tea from China; the 
bread and butter and fcandal only being the produce of 
her native. ‘country. She rifeth while it is yet night. 
This cannot literally ‘be faid_ of our modern virtuous 
‘women ; ‘but one may venture to affert, that if to rife 
while it is yet might, be the charatteriftic of virtue, to fi 
up the whole night, and thereby to have no occafion for 


rifing at all, muft imply no ordinary meafure of good., 


She ftrengthéneth her arins. * This-is.a circumftance of 
fome delicacy: fuch myfteries fuit not the vulgar ear. 
The ‘thufband of the ‘virtuius: woman may ‘fay, as the 
poet fays of friend thip with the great, expertus mettit, 
She maketh berfe if coverings of tapefiry ; ber cloathing 
is filk and purple. This plainly indicates that no lady 
a“ ‘Confammatdy wirtuous, ‘unlefs the Weat brocad- 

ed 


‘} 


‘ 
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ed filks, and robings of French embroidery.. To thefe 
Solomon, with all the accuracy of a tire-woman, adds 
purple ribbons.. This paflage is liable to mifapplication ; 
but the words fhe maxeTH herfelf coverings, mean 
not that a virtuous woman mutt of neceflity. be a work. 
woman ; fo make, fignifies. to occajion the making of any 
thing : ‘thus a perfon is. faid to make intereft,. when in 
truth it is not he, but his money that makes the intereft. 
Thus Auguftus fought battles by proxy ; and thus many 
ref{pectable perfonages beget children. So that.a wirtu- 
ous woman need. not embroider in perfon ; let her pay 
for the work fhe befpeaks, and no more is required. 
Her hufoand is known in the gates. More univerfally 
known by his relation to his wife, than by his own 
name. ‘Thus you are told at public places, “ That is 
“ Mrs, Such a-one’s hufband, or he that married Lady 
_“ 8uch-a-one.” He fitteth among the elders of the land. 
At White’s, where the elders of the land affemble 
themfelves. " 

Let me add one more inftance of the fimilitude 
between.a fine lady and the virtuous woman of Solomon, 
and I have done... When a lady returns home, at five 
in the morning, from the nocturnal myfteries of brag, 
how muft the heart of her hufband exult, when he fees 
her flambeaux ivalling the light of the fun! May 
he not cry out in the words of the eaftern monarch, 
Bleffed is the virtuous woman ; ber candle goeth not out 
by night ? 

I am, fir, 
| Your moft bumble fervant. 
Mr. FirTg ADAM, 

Iuave had the honour of fitting in the three laft 
parliaments; for as it was always my opinion that an 
honeft man fhould facrifice every private confideration 

to 
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to the fervice of his country, I {pared no expence at my 
eleGtions, nor afterwards to fupport an intereft in my 
borough, by giving annuities to half the corporation, - 
building a town-hall, a market-houfe, and a new fteeple 
to the church, together with a prefent of a ring of bells 
that ufed to ftun me with their noife. To defray all thefé 


expences, I was obliged to mortgage my eftate ‘to it's 


full value, excepting only two thoufand pounds, which 
fum I took up againft the laft general election, and went 
down to my borough, where I was told there would 
be an oppofition. What I heard was true; an abfolute 
ftranger had declared himfelf a candidate; and though 


-I {pent every farthing of my two thoufand pounds; and 


was promifed the votes and intereft of the mayor and 
corporation, they every man of them’ went againft me, 
and I loft my election. © 

As I have now no opportunity of bei my country, 
and have a wife arid feven {mall children 'to maintain, I 
have been at laft concerting meafures how I might doa 
{mall fervice to myfelf: and as there are many worthy 


gentlemen at prefent in the fame unfortunate fituation, | 
I cannot think of a‘ better expediént, than to recom- 


mend to the parliament at their next “Meeting, ‘the 


paffing an act for raifing a fund towards the building and. 
endowing an hofpital for the relief and fapport of decay- 
ed members. I mention it thus early, becaufe I would - 
give the legiflature time to deliberate upon fuch a Pror 
pofal. And furely, Mr. Fitz~Adam, if the lofs of a 
limb fhall be fufficient. to entitle the meaneft foldier or 
failor in the fervice to this privilege, how. much more 
worthy of relief is the difabled patriot, who | has Saag 
ficed his family and fortune to the intereft of his rents | ! 
Your inferting this letter will greatly oblige, fits, - 3 
Your very bumble fervant, 
B. D. 
rae 7 
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P. S. Ax gentlemen refiding in town, who have 
loft their fortunes by former parliaments, and their elec-’ 
tions in this, are defired to meet on Saturday the 21ft 
of this inftant June, at three o’clock in the afternoon at 
the cat and bagpipe in St. Giles’s, to confider of the’ 
above propofal, or of other ways and means for their 
immediate fupport. N.B. A dinner will be provided 
at nine-pence a head. 

SIR, 


Tue proftitution of characters, given in behalf of bad 
fervants, has been long a grievance, demanding the at- 
tention of the public. . Give me leave to awaken it, by 
a {pecimen from my own experience. 

Some time fince, an old: fervant left me, upon fhort 


notice. I had another recommended, as very boneft, by 
a neighbouring family, whom he had ferved. As I was 
prefied for time, I took him upon that fingle quali- 
fication, in lieu of all the reft; and relying upon the 
repeated affurance of his integrity, repofed an entire con- 
fidence in him. In fome little time, however, finding 
an increafe of expence in the articles under his particular 
management, I difcovered upon obfervation, that the 
perquifites, or rather plunder of his province, had been 
nearly deubled.' His difmiffion, you may imagine, en- 
fued, and complaint to the perfons who had recommend- 
ed him. The anfwer was, that they knew him to be 
a fad fellow, by the tricks he had played them ; but that 
they would not fay a word of it, becaufe they thought 
"it wicked to hinder him of a place. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I conceive it to be but a wick. 
ed world, when gentlemen will help thieves and robbers 
to get into people’s houfes ; and I fhall take for the future | 
a bare acquittal at the Old Bailey, as a better recom- 
mendation than that of fuch a friend. Iam, fir, 

: Your moft obedient Servant, A. B. 
THE 
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¢ Tite abufe complained of by this correfpondent is of 
too ferious 4 nature to be pafled over lightly, It is to 
this miftaken compaffion that the. diforderly behaviour of 
fervants is, perhaps, principally owing: for if the punifh- 
ment of difhonefty be only « change of place (which 
may be a reward, inftead of a punifhment) it. ceafes 
toxbe a fervant’s intereft to be true to his truit. | 
Tuis proftitution of characters (as my correfpondent 
calls it) is grown focommon, thata fervant after. he has 
committed the moft palpable robbery, for which you 
are turning him out of doors, and which would go near 
to hang him at the Old Bayley, looks compofedly in 
your face, and very modeftly hopes that you will not 
refufe him a character, for that you are too worthy a gen- 
tléman to be the ruin of a poor fervant, who has nothing 
but bis charatter to depend upon for bread. So away he 
goes, and you_.are really fo very worthy a gentleman, as to 
affure the firft perfon who enquires about him, that ine “is 4 
fober diligent and faithful fervant. Thus are you.acceflary 
to the next robbery he commits, and ought, in my hum- 
ble opinion,' to be deemed dittle lefs than an acceflary by 
the law : for the fervant who opens the door of his maf- 
ter’s houfe,to the thief that plunders it, differs from you 


- only in the motive; the confequences are the fame. 


I nave faid in a former paper, that the behaviour of 
fervants depends, in a great meafure, on that of their 
matters and miftrefies. In this inftance, I am fure it 
does: I thall therefore conclude this paper with advifing 
all heads of families tc-give bone charaGters, before they 
allow themfelves to exclaim againft difhonef fervants. 
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